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June 1, 2016
The Honorable Mark Leno (Chair)

The Honorable Jim Nielsen (Vice-Chair)

Budget Conference Committee

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 668-7004

The Honorable Philip Ting (Chair)

The Honorable Jay Obernolte (Vice-Chair)
Budget Conference Committee

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 668-7004

Dear Honorable Members,

The Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking and the 24 undersigned organizations are writing to urge your support of a $10 million budget request to ensure that all victims of modern slavery in California receive the comprehensive services and support they need. This request will also ensure appropriate training and technical assistance is provided to first responders and service providers, and that California can better understand the prevalence of human trafficking in our state and how to create effective programs to support victims.  

Given the level of support available right now for victims of human trafficking, many law enforcement partners criminally arrest victims-both children and adults- so they can be provided with services. Money spent instead on comprehensive supportive services for victims of trafficking is money well spent. The cost of a single arrest is between $896 and $1,000.  Juvenile detention costs the State of California $252,000 per person per year. The detention cost is higher, and rising faster, than tuition at California’s best universities.  Ask yourself—where should California dollars be spent?
According to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC), California ranks at the top of the NHTRC hotline calls for assistance from potential victims. In 2014-2015 these calls for help kept increasing. For example between 2014 and 2015 calls for help from victims in both Sacramento and San Diego increase more than 40%.  Calls from potential victims in San Francisco increased 86%. Los Angeles which had the highest numbers of calls for assistance in both 2014, and 2015, increased 17%.  

While many legislative efforts in California and elsewhere have focused on how best to prosecute and punish traffickers, the difficulties for the victims do not end when the perpetrators are brought to justice.  If and when a victim of human trafficking does successfully escape his or her situation, that victim is often suffering from mental and physical health conditions due to the conditions of enslavement. These victims require specialized programs that offer wraparound services and ensure they do not remain vulnerable to re-victimization or continuing exploitation.    

Lack of funding is a significant barrier for new and existing programs to provide the wide range of services needed to properly assist victims of human trafficking. According to a study funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, 72 percent of services providers cited inadequate funding as major barrier in responding to victims’ needs. 78 percent cited lack of adequate resources, particularly housing and shelter resources, and 65 percent indicated inadequate training as significant concerns.

Last year, California took an important first step when it granted a one-time budget request of $10 million for specialized trafficking victim services. However, we know that to build the multi-disciplinary networks that  survivors need to better access long-term, comprehensive care, this was just a crucial first step.  We must not underestimate the current need to continue to fund specialized services for women, men, and child victims of sex and labor trafficking. 
Additionally, we must take steps to ensure that California has a long-term structure in place to support training efforts, technical consult, and develop better understanding of the issue of human trafficking in California and in the programs serving these victims. This will ensure that California resources are spent in an effective and cost efficient way as we begin to build the services and  partnership needed with allied organizations-including runaway and homeless youth programs, domestic violence, sexual assault, rape crisis centers, and migrant farm worker and labor groups- to serve this diverse group of survivors.   It is only through providing additional funding to new and existing programs that we can begin to meet the increased demand for services for victims of modern slavery.

For these reasons we urge the committee to provide $10 million for some of the most vulnerable crime victims in California.  Trafficking victims in California have remained trapped in slavery, often times for years at a time. Please ensure that critical services and support mechanisms will now be available for these victims.

Sincerely, 
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Children's Law Center of California,
Los Angeles, CA

City Without Orphans
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Fresno, CA
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Oxnard, CA
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Santa Maria, California

Executive Committee of US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking


Culver City CA

Every Neighborhood Partnership,
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Forever Found


Simi Valley, CA
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Fresno, CA

Justice At Last, Inc.

San Mateo, CA

Justice coalition 
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Los Angeles League of Conservation Voters


Pasadena CA 

Merlino Consulting, Inc
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National Council for Jewish Women

Los Angeles, CA

Northpark Community Church
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Opening Doors, Inc

Sacramento, CA

Religious Sisters of Charity
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Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Western American Province Montebello, CA

Renew Santa Barbara
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San Francisco Department on the Status of Women


San Francisco, CA
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