
[image: image1.jpg]&“ﬂ Uoh—



     



April 28, 2015

Senator Loni Hancock (Chair)

Honorable Members, Senate Budget Subcommittee No. 5 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 668-7004
Assemblymember Reginald B. Jones-Sawyer, Sr. (Chair)

Honorable Members, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 5 

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 319-2199

Dear Honorable Members,

The 21 undersigned organizations are writing to urge your support of a budget proposal to ensure that all victims of modern slavery in California receive the comprehensive services and support they need. Seeking a better life, thousands of women, children and men, representing both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals, are victimized by traffickers every year in our own backyard.  

According to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC), California ranks at the top of the NHTRC hotline calls, more than 1,000% higher than Arizona, the state with the next highest number of calls. Between 2012 and 2013, calls from victims in Los Angeles saw an 80% increase and calls from San Francisco saw a 20% increase – highlighting the unprecedented need for expanded services in California.  

In 2012 in California, there were 1300 victims of human trafficking identified by California human trafficking taskforces and 1,798 arrests, a 280% increase in the number of investigations conducted between 2010 and 2012. Additionally, the NHTRC in 2014 received calls from about 914 potential victims in California. The most requested services for victims of human trafficking are shelter, case management and legal services.   Service providers in California currently report wait lists for trafficking victim services, and law enforcement partners struggle to find shelter for victims they have identified. In fact service providers report that victims may often be arrested by law enforcement simply because there is no other way to secure services for trafficking victims. 

While many legislative efforts in California and elsewhere have focused on how best to prosecute and punish traffickers, the difficulties for the victims do not end when the perpetrators are brought to justice.  If and when a victim of human trafficking does successfully escape his or her situation, that victim is often suffering from mental and physical health conditions due to the conditions of enslavement. These victims require specialized programs that offer “shelter, nutrition, and appropriate medical treatment, as well as psychological evaluation, counseling, alcohol and drug treatment programs, education programs and life skills training.   

Victims typically have few or no resources to house and support themselves, and they often end up homeless – vulnerable once again to traffickers. Providing funds to organizations which shelter and provide critical social and legal assistance to victims of human trafficking is essential to ensure victims do not escape their horrific situations only to be re-trafficked, but instead are provided comprehensive, trauma-informed services to help them escape their traffickers, receive the help they need, and move toward healing and stability.  

However, a lack of funding is a significant barrier for new and existing programs to provide the wide range of services needed to properly assist victims of human trafficking. According to a study funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, 72 percent of services providers cited inadequate funding as major barrier in responding to victims’ needs. 78 percent cited lack of adequate resources, particularly housing and shelter resources, and 65 percent indicated inadequate training as significant concerns.

California must now actively build multi-disciplinary networks to provide survivors with better access to comprehensive care. While the focus on ending the sex trafficking of children in California is crucial, we must not underestimate the need to fund specialized services for women, men, and child victims of sex and labor trafficking. To ensure that trafficking survivors receive the comprehensive services they need, a dedicated funding stream must be established to support specialized organizations serving survivors of human trafficking. Additionally, partnerships with allied organizations-including runaway and homeless youth programs, domestic violence, sexual assault, rape crisis centers, and migrant farm worker and labor groups must have funding to support specialized trafficking services in their existing programs. This will ensure existing frameworks and resources are expanded and efforts are not duplicative. It is only through providing additional funding to new and existing programs that we can begin to meet the increased demand for services for victims of modern slavery.

For these reasons we urge the committee to provide $13.58 million for some of the most vulnerable crime victims in California.  Trafficking victims in California have remained trapped in slavery, often times for years at a time. Please ensure that critical services will now be available for these victims.

Sincerely, 
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Kay Buck, CEO & Executive Director

Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking (CAST)

5042 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 518

Los Angeles CA 90036

Kevin Malone

Protect The P.A.T.H.

P.O. Box 770

Santa Monica, CA. 90406

Emily Abraham

Social Justice Collaborative

420 3rd Street, Suite 130

Oakland, CA 94607

(510) 992-3964

California Partnership to End Domestic Violence

Kathy Moore, MSW

Executive Director

1107 9th St., Suite 910

Sacramento, CA  95812

San Francisco Department on the Status of Women

Minouche Kandel, Esq.

Director of Women's Policy

25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 240

San Francisco, CA  94102

(415) 252-3203

National Domestic Workers Alliance | La Alianza Nacional de Trabajadoras

Elly Kugler

Federal Policy Director/Staff Attorney 
202-573-7703

elly@domesticworkers.org
Children's Law Center of California
Leslie Starr Heimov

Executive Director

(323)980-5762

heimovl@clccal.org 

www.clccal.org
Kathleen Kim

Professor of Law

Loyola Law School Los Angeles

Runaway Girl, Inc.

Carissa Phelps, CEO/Founder

GenerateHope
Susan Munsey, LCSW

Executive Director

(619) 818-4026

susan@generatehope.org

Association of California Commissions for Women

Suzanne Doty, President

408-398-5100

Empowered You, LLC

Christine Silvey

Founder and CEO

7645 Donohue Dr.

Dublin, CA 94568

925-556-0330

Law Offices of Sherrill Kushner

Sherkush@aol.com
Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach
1121 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

(415) 567-6255

Contact: Leah Price, Esq.

Title: Staff Attorney & Director of Anti-Trafficking Program

lprice@apilegaloutreach.org
Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach
1305 Franklin Street, Suite 410

Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 251-2846

Contact: Khanh Nguyen, Esq.

Title: Senior Staff Attorney/ Interim Supervising Attorney-East Bay Office

knguyen@apilegaloutreach.org
Asian Women's Shelter
3543 18th St. Suite 19

San Francisco, CA 94110

Elizabeth Kirton, Executive Director

Orchid Pusey, Associate Director

Hediana Utarti, Anti Trafficking Coordinator

Alliance to End Slavery & Trafficking (ATEST) 
Melysa Sperber

Director
1700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW Suite 520

Washington, DC 20006
Kirsten Keith, Attorney at Law

Menlo Park City Council Member, writing as an individual citizen

322 Oak Court

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Bay Area Women Against Rape

Diane Beynon​, Associate Director ​
470 27th Street

Oakland, CA 94612

Katharine & George Alexander Community Law Center
Lynette Parker, Associate Clinical Professor of Law

1030 The Alameda 

San Jose, CA 95126  

(408)288-7030
North County Lifeline

Tamara Marthens, Director of Behavioral Health Services 

3142 Vista Way, Suite 400
Oceanside, CA 92056

tmarthens@nclifeline.org
National Council of Jewish Women-California

Claire Lipschultz, ncjwca@gmail.com

Barbara Baran, b.baran@comcast.net

Linda Fox, lindac.fox@verizon.net

COALTION TO ABOLISH SLAVERY & TRAFFICKING 
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board of directors





dr. kathryn mc mahon


founder and president �emeritus


cal state university


long beach





butch schuman


president�agro farming corproation





kevin r. davis


vice president�entrepreneur





rachel j. lee


treasurer�karlin real estate





kenneth bloch


secretary�landsman, frank & bloch





sarbani bhaduri m.d.


university of california, los angeles (ucla), internal medicine, and nephrology





sr. annacarla costello


sisters of notre dame





Steven hirsh


mercantile center





molly  rhodes


apparel news





michael sinel m.d.


clinic care santa monica





kay buck


ceo & executive director









